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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

Claims 6 and 13-18 are objected to because of the following informalities: regarding 
claims 6 and 13, "the end of the unit remote from said first end" lacks proper antecedent basis. 
The Examiner notes that there is a "first axis" recited in claims 5 and 13, but no "first end." 
Claims 14-18 depend fi'om claim 13 and are objected to for at least the same reasons. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 

section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1,2, 11 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
U.S. Patent No. 6,487,081 to Homer et al, (hereafter "Homer") in view of U.S. Patent No. 
6,556,43 1 to Ozias et al. (hereafter "Ozias"). Referring to claims 1 and 1 1, Homer discloses a 
desktop personal computer appliance (see col. 1, lines 48-50 and col. 3, lines 54-57, which 
specifically disclose the device applied to "desktop computers") for use with external user input 
and display devices, the appliance comprising: a displayless and keyboardless system unit (i.e., 
desktop computer) having a sealed housing (100) inherently comprising main processing 
fianctionality for executing application programs and at least a DC-DC converter connected to 
receive DC power from an external socket (not shown) provided in the housing, the housing 
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inherently provided with external connectors for connection to said external user input and 
display devices. Homer also discloses a removable data storage device (200) for storing user 
data associated with said application programs and a user-specific software image containing 
said application programs, the housing (100) having a recessed portion (400) for receiving the 
removable data storage device (200) and a movable closure member (not shown, see col. 6, lines 
61-62) for enclosing the recessed portion. 

Homer lacks the computer appliance having an external power supply having a flying 
lead connectable to the external socket for supplying DC power to the extemal,£ocket (sic). 

Ozias teaches providing a desktop computer appliance (see Fig.) with an external power 
supply/adapter (12) having a flying lead (22) connectable to the external socket of Homer for 
supplying DC power to the external socket. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to provide the desktop computer appliance of 
Homer with an external power supply having a flying lead, as taught by Ozias, since the device 
of Ozias would allow for more efficient use of space within the housing of Homer. Likewise, 
because the device of Ozias is located outside of the housing, it would also reduce the amount of 
shielding needed in the housing for the power supply/adapter of Homer. 

Referring to claim 2, Homer in view of Ozias inherently discloses a desktop personal 
computer appliance, wherein the software image includes an operating system. 

Referring to claim 12, Homer in view of Ozias discloses a desktop personal computer 
appliance as claimed, except for the removable data storage device having a memory greater than 
the memory of the system unit. Official Notice is taken that it is well known and conventional in 
the art of personal computers to have a greater amount of memory in the removable data storage 
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device than in the system unit. It would have obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have a greater amount of memory in the removable data storage 
device than in the system unit, in order to keep the initial costs of system at a minimum. 

Claims 3 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Homer in 
view of Ozias, and further in view of U.S. Patent No. 4,898,009 to Lakoski et al. (hereafter 
"Lakoski"). Homer, as modified, discloses the invention as claimed, except for an arrangement 
for securing a flying lead to an external socket, which includes a cable shroud that is movable to 
and from a closed position, thereby avoiding accidental disconnection. Lakoski discloses a cable 
shroud, i.e., a protective cover (30) for a personal computer to cover cabling and cable 
connectors. The cover (30) is movable to and from a closed position, wherein the closed position 
prevents removal of a flying lead connected to a socket, and a lock mechanism for locking the 
protective cover in a closed position. Lakoski (see FIG. 1) also discloses a back panel (14) of a 
computer (10) having communication ports (22), as well as power and keyboard ports (24). The 
power port (24) would, of course, receive a suitable power cord, which would pass through one 
of the cable passages (34) in a manner that avoids disconnection from the socket. Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to further modify the appliance of Homer to include an arrangement for securing a flying 
lead, in the form of a lockable protective cover, as taught by Lakoski, to avoid accidental 
disconnection of the flying lead from an external socket. 

Claims 5-10, 13, 14, 17-20, 23-26, 29 and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Homer in view of Ozias, and further in view of U.S. Patent No. 
4,937,806 to Babson et al. (hereafter "Babson"). Referring to claims 5, 7, 8, 19, 25 and 29, 
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Homer in view of Ozias disclose the invention as claimed, including a mounting arrangement 
(410) for the removable data storage device (200), the mounting arrangement comprising 
retaining pockets (412/414) on opppositely facing inner walls (402) of the recessed portion (400) 
for receiving mounting studs (370) extending laterally from the removable data storage (200), the 
pockets and studs, once engaged, enabling the unit to pivot about a first axis into an operational 
position within the recess. See Figs. 2, 3A and 3B of Homer and the corresponding 
specification. Homer in view of Ozias lacks a handle mounted on the unit (200) so as to be (1) 
rotatable about an axis parallel to the first axis, (2) in the closed position, (note: "closed position" 
lacks proper antecedent basis) the handle lies flush with a surface of the removable unit that is 
parallel to and facing the opening of the recessed portion, and (3) the handle is substantially U- 
shaped with side arms pivotally mounted on respective opposing sides of the unit. 

Babson discloses a handle (29) mounted on a removable data storage device or unit (18) 
so as to be (1) rotatable about an axis parallel to the first axis, (2) in a closed position the handle 
lies flush with a surface of the removable unit that is parallel to and facing the opening of the 
recessed portion, and (3) the handle is substantially U-shaped with side arms pivotally mounted 
on respective opposing sides of the unit (see Figs. 2 and 3). 

Referring to claims 10, 18, 24 and 30, Homer in view of Ozias disclose the invention as 
claimed, including the removable unit (200) comprising a mounting tray (300) for a standard 
form factor disk drive (see Fig. 1 and the corresponding specification). Homer in view of Ozias 
does not disclose the mounting tray being shock mounted. Babson et al. disclose a shock 
isolated portable mass data storage device (10) having elastomeric members (62) mounted on its 
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housing (18). The device includes a mounting tray, i.e., canister housing (18) for shock isolation 
of a standard form factor disk drive (16). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to forther modify the appliance of Homer to include a shock mount data 
storage tray with a rotatable, U-shaped handle, as taught by Babson et al., to allow for easy 
removal of the data storage device while minimizing the loss of data when the storage is 
removed. 

Referring to claim 6, as best understood by the Examiner, Homer as modified, and further 
in view of Babson disclose the invention as claimed, wherein the end of the unit remote from 
said first end comprises a connector (330) positioned to enable a flying lead to be manually 
connected thereto with the studs (370) engaged in the pockets (412/414) and the unit not fully 
pivoted into the operational position. See Figs. 1, 3 A and 5 and the corresponding specification. 

Referring to claims 9, 17 and 23, Homer as modified, and further in view of Babson, 
disclose the invention as claimed, wherein the housing comprises a movable closure member 
(not shovra, see col. 6, lines 61-62) for enclosing the recessed portion. Official Notice is taken 
that it is well known and conventional in the art of personal computers to have a "sliding 
closure" a means to cover recesses in a housing. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide a sliding cover on the housing of 
Homer in view of Ozias, since the sliding cover would allow for retaining and removing of data 
storage device in a durable and simple manner. 

Referring to claim 13, Homer as modified, and further in view of Babson, disclose the 
invention as claimed, including a mounting arrangement comprising retaining pockets (412/414) 
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on opppositely facing inner walls (402) of the recessed portion (400) for receiving mounting 
studs (370) extending laterally from the removable data storage (200), the pockets and studs, 
once engaged, enabling the unit to pivot about a first axis into an operational position within the 
recess, wherein the end of the unit remote from said first end comprises a connector (330) 
positioned to enable a flying lead to be manually connected thereto with the studs (370) engaged 
in the pockets (412/414) and the unit not fully pivoted into the operational position. See Figs. 1, 
2, 3A, 3B and 5 of Homer and the corresponding specification. 

Referring to claims 14, 20 and 26, Homer as modified, and further in view of Babson, 
inherently discloses a desktop personal computer appliance, wherein the software image includes 
an operating system. 

Claims 15, 16, 21, 22, 27 and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Homer in view of Ozias, in view Babson and further in view of Lakoski, 
wherein an arrangement is provided for securing the flying to its external socket, which includes 
a cable shroud movable to and from a closed position and a lock mechanism to avoid accidental 
disconnection. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure: U.S. Patent Nos. 6,618,245 to Diaz; 6,601,179 to Jackson et al.; 6,374,328 to 
Rhinehart; 6,185,103 to Yamada; 6,064,567 to Cheng; and 5,673,174 to Hamirani. 
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The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (7:30-3:00) First Friday Off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Darren Schuberg can be reached on 571-272-2800, ext. 35. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (BBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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